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If the school has combined two or more terms into a single term for
purposes of the Pell calculation, the student’s enrollment status is based
on the combined number of hours the student is enrolled in for all the
component terms of the combined term. Note that if the student later does
not begin attendance in one of the parts of the combined term, the school
must recalculate the student’s award (see Section 5 for more on
recalculations).

Eddy enrolls in the program that Hart University offers in both 15-week semesters and 8-week 
terms. Hart has combined two 8-week terms with each semester; each of the combined terms 
provides 16 weeks of instructional time:

15 weeks 15 weeks

8 weeks 8 weeks 8 weeks8 weeks

Term 1 Term 2

Hart continues to define the academic year for Eddy’s program as 24 semester hours and 30 
weeks of instructional time, as it did before adding the 8-week terms. In addition, because the 
combined terms can still be considered semesters, the requirement for full-time enrollment in 
each term is 12 semester hours. 

In the first term, Eddy enrolls for 4 semester hours in the 15-week component of the term and 3 
semester hours in each of the 8-week components. Therefore, he is enrolled for a total of 10 
semester hours in the first term, and his enrollment status is three-quarter time. In the second 
term, he enrolls for 12 semester hours in the 15-week component, and no hours in either of the 
8-week components. Because he is enrolled for 12 semester hours total in this second term, his 
enrollment status for the second term is full time.

Combined term example

STEP 1:  Determine Enrollment Status
To be considered

A student must take at least —

Full time
Three-quarter timeHalf time

Less than half time

12 semester or quarter hours per term
9 semester or quarter hours per term

6 semester or quarter hours per term
Less than half the workload of the 

minimum full-time requirement

Full time, three-quarter time, half time, or less than half time

At least half time or less than half time
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