
Calculations 4-15

If the school has standard terms (i.e., semesters, trimesters, or quarters), it
may establish its own standards for determining enrollment status for
each of its academic programs, provided its standards meet the minimum
requirements defined in the regulations, as shown in the chart above.
Note that the school’s academic standard may differ from the enrollment
standard used by the financial aid office for SFA purposes. For example,
the school may define full time as six hours during the summer; however,
the financial aid office uses 12 hours as full-time for all terms including
the summer term. The school must apply its standards consistently to all
students enrolled in the same program of study, for all SFA purposes.

Enrollment Status Minimum Requirements

For standard term-based
programs, if a school’s financial
aid office establishes full-time
status as greater than 12 credit
hours, the financial aid office
may still define a
three-quarter-time enrollment
status as 9 credit hours and a
half-time enrollment status as 6
credit hours.

Standard Term, Credit-Hour Programs

To be
considered A student must take at least

Full time

Three-quarter time

Half time

Less than half time

12 credit hours per term

9 credit hours per term

6 credit hours per term

Less than half the workload of the
minimum full-time requirement

Clock-Hour Programs or Nonstandard-Term or Nonterm Credit-Hour Programs

To be
considered A student must take at least

Full time

Less than half time

24 semester hours, 24 trimester hours,
or 36 quarter hours per academic year,
or prorated equivalent for program of
less than an academic year

Less than half the workload of the
minimum full-time requirement

or
24 clock hours per week

1

1

1

The school must use appropriate credit hours for the term, for
example, semester hours for semesters, quarter hours for quarters.

1

School
defines full-
time
enrollment


