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Change History Table

The Change History table is updated each time the EDE Technical Reference is modified, providing you
with a cumulative list of revisions made to the document.

When the EDE Technical Reference is modified after the initial release, the footer is updated to include
the revised date. For example, if a change is made to page 4-54 in July 2016, the footer will show “Rev.
7/16.”

Date | Page Changes/Notes

EDE Technical Reference Spring Draft released, including Sections 3 (Record Layouts) and 4

5/16 (Processing Codes)

Complete EDE Technical Reference released, including the cover, Change History table, Section 1
(Overview), Section 2 (EDE Processing), Section 3 (Record Layouts), Section 4 (Processing Codes),
7/16 and Section 5 (Printing).

The Change History table is new this year. We will no longer describe the changes to the first draft
(May 2016) in the Overview section; instead, the substantive changes will be described in this table.

In the Field Name and Position Cross-References table, we added “school” to the labels for the Free

7116 4-54 or Reduced Price Lunch Program for parents.
In the Field Name and Position Cross-References table, we added “school” to the labels for the Free
7/16 4-60 .
or Reduced Price Lunch Program for students.
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Preface

The Electronic Data Exchange (EDE) Technical Reference is designed to meet the reference
needs of programmers and data processing staff who want to incorporate electronic Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) and correction functionality into their
institutional systems. This technical reference includes information about record layouts,
required edits, printing assistance, and reject messages that are applicable for electronic FAFSA
records, Institutional Student Information Records (ISIRSs), electronic corrections, and signature
records.

The information in this technical reference can assist you in developing your own software or
creating bridges between your own mainframe software systems and the EDExpress for
Windows PC software. We also explain how you can create bridges between your systems and
selected Web site functionality provided by Federal Student Aid for sending and receiving
FAFSA data.

The remainder of this section provides the following:

. Anoverview of the EDExpress and EDconnect software products, which you can use in
combination with (or in place of) institutional systems you develop to exchange information
with Federal Student Aid’s data processors

« Adescription of Central Processing System (CPS) input and output data files

« Anoverview of new and modified items in the 2017-2018 version of the EDE Technical
Reference

July 2016 (2017-2018) EDE Technical Reference Overview
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Software Products

To facilitate electronic data exchange, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) provides three
software products free of charge to EDE participants: EDExpress for Windows, EDconnect, and
TDClient, which can be found on the Department of Education’s Federal Student Aid Download
(FSAdownload) Web site located at fsadownload.ed.gov.

EDExpress for Windows

EDEXxpress is a financial aid management software package provided to Title IV financial aid
administrators (FAAs) by ED. With EDExpress, you can manage Title IV student financial aid
application data, package awards, and exchange origination and disbursement data with the
Common Origination and Disbursement (COD) System for Direct Loans, Pell Grants, and the
Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant Program.

FAFSA and ISIR correction entry in EDExpress uses embedded browser technology to provide
an interface with the FAA Access to CPS Online Web site (faaaccess.ed.gov). You submit the
data through the Web interface, and processed results are returned to your Student Aid Internet
Gateway (SAIG) mailbox, also known as a destination point, which you can then import into
EDEXxpress.

Using this technical reference, you can create files of FAFSA data in the same format that the
FAA Access to CPS Online interface uses to send data to the CPS. Some schools and agencies
choose to send the data using EDE and import resulting ISIR data into EDExpress for storage
purposes. Then, they can also use EDExpress data management tools and report functionality.

To enroll for access to the FAA Access to CPS Online Web site, go to the SAIG Enrollment
Web site at fsawebenroll.ed.gov.

EDconnect

EDconnect is a Windows-based file transfer protocol (FTP) program that enables users to send
and receive Federal Student Aid information electronically. Users collect data on their PCs or
computer systems and transmit the collected data in batches over the SAIG using EDconnect.
The appropriate Title IV Application System receives the data, processes the data, performs any
required database cross-referencing, and returns the processed data to the user’s SAIG mailbox,
where it can be downloaded to the user’s PC or system with EDconnect.

July 2016 (2017-2018) EDE Technical Reference Overview
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TDClient

Transaction Delivery Client Software (TDClient) is used to send and receive File Transfer
Protocol (FTP) data transmissions securely over the Internet using FIPS 140-2 Advanced
Encryption Standard (AES). Compression software is contained within TDClient, so separate
steps are not needed in your send and receive scripts. TDClient is supported under several
mainframe and mid-range operating systems. A list of supported operating systems can be found
in the SAIG Host Communication Guide on the FSAdownload Web site.

July 2016 (2017-2018) EDE Technical Reference Overview
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EDE Input and Output Files
Input Data Files

Input data files are files that you create in your own system to submit your student FAFSA and
FAFSA correction data. To be processed, these data files must match the record layouts
included in the Record Layouts section of this technical reference.

Electronic FAFSA

After a student has completed and signed his or her FAFSA, a school’s authorized FAA can
submit it electronically by entering the data on the FAA Access to CPS Online Web site or by
transmitting it to the CPS in a formatted ASCII file. The CPS transmits processed FAFSA
records back to the school’s mailbox as ISIRs in the IDAP18OP message class. A message class
is a group of records of the same type.

The Record Layouts section of this technical reference contains the FAFSA Application Export
Record Layout (EAPS18IN). Reject codes are found in the Processing Codes section.
Procedures for handling rejected FAFSAs are located later in this section and in the EDE
Processing section. The Printing section includes details on printing ISIRs.

Electronic Corrections

Schools can submit corrections to FAFSA data electronically by entering the data on the FAA
Access to CPS Online Web site or by transmitting it to the CPS in a formatted ASCII file format.

You can find the Correction Record Layout in the Record Layouts section of this technical
reference. Electronic corrections are submitted in the CORR18IN message class. Valid field
content specifications for the fields that you can correct are found in the Processing Codes
section.

Information about adding your Federal School Code to receive electronic data, making signature
corrections, and using the Correction Record Layout is located in the EDE Processing section.

Output Data Files

Output data files are the files you receive as a result of FAFSA or FAFSA correction data you
submitted. You either receive a processed ISIR data file or a record level reject data file. The
ISIR file contains student records that met the layout specifications expected by the CPS and
defined in the Record Layouts section. Record level reject error files include student records that
could not be processed because the format or the data in the file did not match the specifications.

July 2016 (2017-2018) EDE Technical Reference Overview
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Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR)

The CPS generates and sends an ISIR to each school listed on the student’s FAFSA, in response
to the following input:

« Electronic FAFSAs or corrections submitted by your school using EDE or FAA Access to
CPS Online

« Electronic FAFSAs or corrections submitted by another school using EDE or FAA Access to
CPS Online

« Web FAFSAs or corrections submitted using FAFSA on the Web or Corrections on the Web
« Paper FAFSAs or corrections to a Student Aid Report (SAR)

« Postscreening transactions from the National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS) or the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

« System-generated transactions created by the CPS to provide updated data, such as revised
match information from the Department of Defense (DOD) Match

« Federal Student Aid Information Center (FSAIC) corrections as a result of a student
correction request or for issues such as a data entry error

« FAFSA data entered by FSAIC through the FAFSA on the phone application process

School Codes Included in the ISIR File
This is what you will receive if you are a:

« School — For each student, you will receive one ISIR that includes your Federal School
Code. All other Federal School Code and Housing Code positions will be blank. In addition,
the Electronic Federal School Code Indicator and FAA Federal School Code fields will
always be blank, and the Electronic Transaction Indicator (ETI) Flag field will be set to the
ETI flag of the school receiving the ISIR.

« Servicer — You will receive one ISIR for each student with only one Federal School Code
and housing code listed. You will receive multiple ISIRs for a student if he or she included
more than one Federal School Code for schools you service. In addition, the Electronic
Federal School Code Indicator and FAA Federal School Codes fields will always be blank,
and the Electronic Transaction Indicator (ETI) Flag field will be set to the ETI flag of the
school receiving the ISIR.

. State Agency — You will continue to receive ISIRs as you have in the past; all school and
housing codes that the student listed on the FAFSA will be included on the ISIR.

The Record Layouts section of this technical reference provides the ISIR Record
Description/Data Dictionary record layout. The Processing Codes section includes information
on reject codes, the appropriate action to take, and the comment codes associated with the reject.
Specifications for printing the ISIR are in the Printing section.
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Handling Record Level Rejected Records

If the specifications in this technical reference are not followed on a particular record, an EDE
Record Level Error Report File is transmitted to you and can be printed as an error report. The
error layout is in the Record Layouts section.

The EDE Record Level Error Report Import Record Layout contains the student’s Social
Security Number (SSN), name 1D, transaction number, last name, first name, the Federal School
Code, the CPS Correction # (number) in error, an edit code, an error code, and a text explanation
for the reason the record was rejected. Each field in error is reported in this file. If the record
was rejected due to an invalid value, the CPS sends the actual value of the data received from the
school. When a record has more than one field in error, the student’s SSN is listed more than
once in the EDE Record Level Error Report File. See the Processing Codes section for
additional details about rejects.

The following is a list of message classes for reporting errors:

Message Class Data
CORE180P Electronic Correction Errors
EAPR180OP Electronic Application Errors
SIGA180P Signature Record Errors
July 2016 (2017-2018) EDE Technical Reference Overview
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What’s New and Changed in the EDE
Technical Reference for 2017-2018

Listed below are the changes to the EDE Technical Reference. For a complete listing of changes
to the Central Processing System (CPS), including changes to database matches and system
edits, refer to the 2017-2018 Summary of Changes for the Application Processing System guide.
You can find this guide, available later this fall, on the U.S. Department of Education’s
Information for Financial Aid Professionals (IFAP) Web site located at ifap.ed.gov, as well as
the Federal Student Aid Download (FSAdownload) Web site.

We revised the EDE Technical Reference for the annual rollover changes that include updating
year references and adding, removing, renaming, renumbering, and updating the fields’ start and
end positions and valid content based on changes to the ISIR.

New for 2017-2018: In fall 2015, the President announced two major changes to the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) process. The first change is to the FAFSA
availability date. The 2017-2018 FAFSA (and FAFS on the Web) will become available on
October 1, 2016, three months earlier than previous years.

The second change announced by the President is that, also beginning with the 2017-2018 cycle,
the FAFSA will collect income information from the tax/calendar year one year earlier than has
been used in the past. Thus, for the 2017-2018 FAFSA, students and families will provide
income information from calendar year 2015 and not from calendar year 2016. Because of this,
almost all tax return filers will be able to electronically transfer their tax information directly into
their FAFSAs by using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool (DRT).

To provide the financial aid community with easy-to-access information and resources relating to
the 2017-2018 Early FAFSA, Federal Student Aid created an Early FAFSA Information page on
the IFAP Web site. The Early FAFSA Information page includes links to relevant Dear
Colleague Letters, Electronic Announcements, and other Early FAFSA resources.

This technical reference has been updated to reflect the changes to the FAFSA process. Many
date ranges have changed; however, the tax form year references have remained the same, as we
will reuse the 2015 tax information for 2017-2018.

Overview Changes

We revised the What’s New and Changed in the EDE Technical Reference for 2017-2018 section
to describe changes to the document. We are changing the school codes that are included on
ISIRs sent to schools and servicers. There is no change to the ISIRs that are sent to state
agencies.

July 2016 (2017-2018) EDE Technical Reference Overview
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EDE Processing Changes

We revised this section to include annual rollover changes and updated the Signed Numeric
Fields Table based on ISIR field name and number changes.

Record Layout Changes

The record layouts for 2017-2018 did not change significantly. Each record layout includes a
column called “Changes,” which describes changes to that field; review that column for specific
changes.

Important 2017-2018 Note: The end dates have changed for some fields due to the earlier
availability of the FAFSA. For example, the end date for date of birth, marital status date, and
date application completed are now in September.

Processing Codes Changes

2017-2018 ISIR Cross-Reference

We updated the cross-reference to compare the 2016-2017 ISIR with the changes to the 2017-
2018 ISIR record layout.

Table of Reject Codes and How to Respond to Each Code

« We incremented the date of birth end-year references in Rejects A and B, which alert FAAs
that the date of birth entered may be in error, because the student is older than most students
(greater than 75) or younger than most students (less than 16) pursuing a postsecondary
education:

— Reject A — Date of birth year equals 1900 through 1942

— Reject B - Independent student and date of birth is on or after September 01, 2001, and
the SSA match for the student is not equal to “4” (successful match)

Transaction Reject Error Messages
« We updated the year indicator in error 13 to “8” for 2017-2018.

Assumption Overrides

« Due to the reuse of the 2015 tax year information on the 2017-2018 FAFSA, we did not
update the tax year in Assumption Override codes 5 and 6.

Field Name and Position Cross-References

« We updated the ISIR Cross-Reference Table to reflect year reference changes in the field
names. The field numbers, correction numbers, and field positions did not change.

July 2016 (2017-2018) EDE Technical Reference Overview
1-9



NSLDS Loan Program Codes
o The NSLDS Program Codes did not change.

Correction Data Entry Specifications

We updated the data entry specifications to reflect the year reference changes in field names and
valid content.

Message Class Changes
« We updated the process year in all message classes from “17” to “18.”

Comment Codes

. The Comment Codes section contains no significant changes. For more information, see the
Summary of Changes for the Application Processing System guide, which describes the
changes to the comment codes and text, or review the SAR Comment Codes and Text guide
Changes column. Both guides will be available on the IFAP Web site later this fall.

Printing Changes
The Printing section describes the ISIR printed from EDEXxpress.

Note: You are not required to print ISIRs. If you choose to print ISIRs, you can print them from
your own system or EDEXpress. You are not required to print the ISIR output document exactly
as the EDExpress software prints it. For more information on printing ISIRS, refer to the
Printing section in this technical reference.

The ISIR layout did not change significantly.
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EDE Technical Reference Changes Since the
Draft Release in May 2016

There have been no substantive changes to the Record Layouts or Processing Codes sections
since the May 2016 draft release. In the future, refer to the Change History table at the
beginning of the EDE Technical Reference that describes all substantive changes.
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Getting Help
CPS/SAIG Technical Support

If you have questions regarding this technical reference, contact CPS/SAIG Technical Support.
Federal Student Aid maintains this call center to address questions about CPS processing,
EDEXxpress, DL Tools, EDconnect and TDClient software, SAIG enrollment, and data
transmissions, and to collect system enhancement suggestions.

800/330-5947; 319/665-4762; (TDD/TTY 800/511-5806)

Fax: 319/665-7662

Representatives are available Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. eastern time (ET).
E-mail: CPSSAIG@ed.gov

FSATECH

FSATECH is an e-mail listserv for technical questions about Federal Student Aid systems,
software, and mainframe products.

For more information on subscribing to FSATECH, go to
ed.gov/offices/OSFAP/services/fsatechsubscribe.html.
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EDE Processing
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Introduction

This section provides information about codes and messages associated with the Central
Processing System (CPS) Electronic Data Exchange (EDE) process. The data specifications
provided here will further help you define your system, submit your data, and correct errors or
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) data.
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Electronic FAFSA®

Although most students now use FAFSA on the Web to apply for federal student aid, destination
points can still collect FAFSA data on a paper FAFSA and then key-enter the data to transmit it
as an electronic FAFSA to the Central Processing System (CPS). After the CPS processes the
data, the results of the electronic FAFSA are transmitted back to the destination point.

The FAFSA data is submitted in the EAPS18IN message class, and processing results are
returned in the IDAP18OP message class.

FAA Access to CPS Online allows financial aid administrators (FAAS) to enter and transmit
FAFSA information using the Internet. However, schools can choose to develop their own
software. The remainder of this section includes specifications for developing software to
provide the required electronic FAFSA functions.

Electronic FAFSA® Process

The electronic FAFSA process consists of five steps:

1. The student submits a completed and signed paper FAFSA to the school.
2. The information on the FAFSA is key-entered.

3. The file is formatted and transmitted to the CPS through the Student Aid Internet Gateway
(SAIG).

4. The FAFSA data is edited and corrected until a clean data file is created. The CPS edits the
data for inconsistencies. The data elements for each field must be in the valid range with no
inconsistencies in the data. For example, if a student indicates a marital status of single, yet
provides income earned from work for student and spouse, an edit is triggered at the CPS.

5. The CPS transmits processed FAFSA records back to the destination point as Institutional
Student Information Records (ISIRs) under the message class IDAP18OP. A paper Student
Aid Report (SAR) is also sent to the student. Depending on the processing results, a student
may be sent a SAR Acknowledgment or e-mail notification of SAR processing.
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Receiving the Completed and Signed FAFSA®

Schools participating in electronic application submission must have their students complete and
sign the FAFSA. Schools must maintain the required original student signature and, in the case
of a dependent student, a signature from one parent whose information is provided on the form.

In the past, schools relied on the paper FAFSA to collect the student’s and parent’s information
and signature. As we continue to encourage use of the electronic application and reduce reliance
on the paper FAFSA, we remind you of an alternative for this documentation process: the PDF
FAFSA. Students can download English and Spanish 508-compliant PDF versions of the
2017-2018 FAFSA beginning in late September from the StudentAid.gov Web site. Schools can
also download the PDF from the FSAPubs (FESAPubs.gov) and IFAP ifap.ed.gov Web sites
beginning in late September.

Entering and Formatting the FAFSA® Information

As part of the FAFSA entry and formatting process, you are responsible for ensuring that the
data meets the field-by-field criteria provided in the “Valid Content” column of the FAFSA
Application Export Record Layout. The record created by your system or software must adhere
to the record layout provided in the Record Layout section with the addition of a Carriage
Return/Line Feed (CR/LF, ASCII 13 [HEX 0D] / ASCII 10 [HEX 0A], respectively) at the end
of each record. Use of an end-of-file mark (ASCII 26 or HEX 1A) is optional. FAFSAs with
invalid dates or formats are rejected.

Transmitting the Records

Use EDconnect, the transmission software provided by ED, to format your data records and
transmit them over the SAIG.

Mainframe users can use the TDClient software to submit data records. Instructions are
available in the SAIG Host Communication Guide located on fsadownload.ed.gov.

Receiving Processed Records
You receive your processed FAFSA records in ISIR format in the IDAP18OP message class.
Note: See the Printing section for more information on printing ISIRs.

Rejected FAFSA® Records

Instances may occur when the CPS does not accept your records for processing. The CPS
returns a rejected electronic FAFSA error report to you in the message class EAPR18OP. The
Record Layouts section contains the EDE Record Level Error Report Import Record Layout.
The Processing Codes section contains additional information on the reject reasons found in the
record layout.
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The two categories of rejections for submitted FAFSA records are:

Transaction Rejects — A transaction reject prevents the FAFSA record from being
processed. If arecord is rejected for one or more reasons, an error report is returned to the
school in message class EAPR180P (see the EDE Record Level Error Report Import Record
Layout in the Record Layouts section), and no ISIR is created. These rejects are also known
as record-level rejects.

Compute Rejects — The CPS contains a series of edits that evaluate data on incoming
FAFSA records for consistency and completeness. These edits apply to all data from
electronic and paper input. The CPS does not compute an Expected Family Contribution
(EFC) for a FAFSA rejected for a compute reject reason. However, an ISIR is produced.
ISIRs with a compute reject are returned in the IDAP180P message class. The reject reason
codes for the compute reject are coded on the ISIR and located in positions 1408 through
1421 on the ISIR. Procedures for responding to the reject codes are in “Table of Reject
Codes and How to Respond to Each” in the Processing Codes section of this technical
reference.

In the paper system, a student can confirm a data field by re-entering the same information in the
SAR correction column for the field in question. In the electronic process, the school verifies the
data (by re-entering the data as a “correction”) and transmits the correction record to the CPS.
Data that must be verified or corrected in response to each reject reason is provided in the
Processing Codes section.
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ISIR

The ISIR is a fixed-length record containing reported information from the FAFSA, as well as
key processing results, including National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS) information.
NSLDS information is located at the end of the ISIR Record Description.

The CPS sends the ISIR electronically to institutions that the student has indicated he or she
plans to attend. Generally, all information printed by the CPS on the paper SAR is coded in the
ISIR file. Descriptions of the contents of the ISIR are in the Record Layouts section.

School Codes Included in the ISIR File

This is what you will receive if you are a:

« School - For each student, you will receive one ISIR that includes your Federal School
Code. All other Federal School Code and Housing Code positions will be blank. In addition,
the Electronic Federal School Code Indicator and FAA Federal School Codes fields will
always be blank and the Electronic Transaction Indicator (ETI) Flag field will be set to the
ETI flag of the school receiving the ISIR. Schools with main and branch campuses serviced
by one TG number will receive multiple ISIRs for one student if the applicant listed more
than one Federal School Code associated to the TG number.

« Servicer — You will receive one ISIR for each student with only one Federal School Code
and housing code listed. You will receive multiple ISIRs for a student if he or she included
more than one Federal School Code for schools you service. In addition, the Electronic
Federal School Code Indicator and FAA Federal School Codes fields will always be blank
and the Electronic Transaction Indicator (ETI) Flag field will be set to the ETI flag of the
school receiving the ISIR.

. State Agency — You will continue to receive ISIRs as you have in the past; all school and
housing codes that the student listed on the FAFSA will be included on the ISIR.

Note: The average CPS processing time is between 48 and 52 hours.

ISIR Datamart

The ISIR Datamart is the centralized location that stores ISIR data generated by the CPS.
Schools, state agencies, and other authorized users receive ISIR distributions from the datamart
through the SAIG when requests are made using the ISIR Request function in FAA Access to
CPS Online.

You can establish your school’s preferences regarding receiving “daily” ISIR files or requesting
ISIR files from the ISIR Datamart on the SAIG Enrollment Web site, located at
fsawebenroll.ed.gov.

“Daily” ISIRs and requested ISIRs are described in more detail below.
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ISIR Receipt Types and Message Classes

The CPS generates ISIRs in response to input from students or schools. This includes input such
as FAFSAs, FAFSA corrections, and CPS-generated transactions. These ISIRs are categorized
in three general ISIR types—daily ISIRs, requested ISIRs, and pushed ISIRs—and are described
on the following pages.

Daily ISIRs — IDAP18OP, IDSA180P, and IGCO180P

Schools can receive “daily” ISIRs or request specific ISIRs or groups of ISIRs from the ISIR
Datamart. Daily ISIRs are generated daily in response to FAFSAS or corrections entered by you
or at a site other than your school, including the following sources:

. Paper FAFSASs or SARs processed by the Image and Data Capture (IDC) processor
« FAFSAs or Corrections on the Web

« FAFSAs or corrections on FAA Access to CPS Online

« Electronic FAFSAs or corrections by another EDE school or third-party servicer

The CPS sends these ISIRs to school destination points in the IDAP180OP, IDSA180P, and
IGCO180P message classes.

All users, by default, are set up for the daily ISIR distribution preference. This preference can be
updated at any time using the SAIG Enrollment Web site.

If you select daily receipt of ISIRs, you can also use the datamart as needed to request ISIRs. All
ISIR transactions for each student are stored in the datamart and are available for retrieval upon
request. The FAA Access to CPS Online Web site enables you to submit requests to the
datamart for specific ISIR data based on query criteria.

Daily ISIR data files are stored for retrieval in your SAIG mailbox under current retention and
archival guidelines.

Requested ISIRs — ISRF180P

Requesting ISIRs is a simple process that enables you to receive only the ISIRs you need. You
use the ISIR Request feature on the FAA Access to CPS Online Web site (faaaccess.ed.gov) to
request ISIRs from the datamart. The CPS returns these ISIRs to the school in the ISRF180P
message class, and you receive one ISIR for every record that meets the ISIR query criteria. You
can submit a query request to the datamart for duplicate ISIRs, year-to-date (YTD) files, or
federal data request (FDR) files (for state agencies only). You can request the same ISIR as
many times as necessary.

Your school must be listed on the specific ISIR transaction you are requesting for the request to
be successfully processed.
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As queries are run against the datamart, files of requested ISIRs are generated and sent to you
through the SAIG. These files must be retrieved from your SAIG mailbox within 14 calendar
days, or they are deleted (and cannot be restored). If this occurs, you can resubmit the same
request to the datamart, and the data is generated and sent to you again.

You can view the request date and request status any time after submitting a request. If the
request has been processed, you can also view the request completion date and the number of
ISIRs that were sent. You can submit as many query requests to the ISIR Datamart per day as
necessary to retrieve the data you require.

Titles must be added to the query requests you submit, and the title you enter is returned in the
ISIR file you receive as a result of your request. This assists you in matching ISIR files to
individual requests you have submitted to the datamart. Titles can be up to 50 characters in
length.

When you return to FAA Access to CPS Online to enter a new ISIR request, your most recently
completed or pending requests are displayed. Rather than creating a new query, you can save
time by using a prior query again to request ISIRs, provided the parameters still apply. You may
want to modify the title of the request to distinguish it from other requests you have previously
submitted.

For your convenience, queries can be set up to run on a future date. For example, you can set a
date in the future to receive all ISIRs processed on or before key deadlines at your school or state
agency.

If you want your query to run as soon as possible, simply leave the execute date blank and your
query will run after the next CPS compute.

Automatically Pushed ISIRs — IGSG180P and IGSA180P

Certain ISIR transactions processed by the CPS are automatically distributed (or “pushed”) to
you, regardless of the ISIR delivery option selected on the SAIG Enrollment Web site, because
they require you to take some sort of action. An example of a pushed ISIR would be a student-
initiated correction that causes a change to the EFC.

ISIRs that are generated and automatically distributed to the school are sent in the following
message classes:

IGSG180P

When your Federal School Code is listed on the following types of transactions, a system-
generated ISIR is automatically pushed to your school in the IGSG180P message class:

o CPSreprocessing
« Department of Homeland Security (DHS) automated secondary confirmation
« NSLDS Postscreening

« Applicant’s SSN is included in the Department of Defense (DOD) file after his or her initial
transaction is processed
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IGSA180P

When a correction record processed by the CPS results in one of the following changes on the
new transaction, the school that submitted the correction receives the transaction in a daily ISIR
file (IGCO180P), while all other schools listed on the transaction receive a pushed ISIR file
(IGSA180P):

« Reject Status changes (records that change from a rejected status to having a calculated EFC
or from having a calculated EFC to a rejected status)

« Verification Status changes (not selected to selected)
« EFC value changes, such as records that now have a higher or lower EFC
« SAR C Code changes

Pushed ISIR data files are stored for retrieval in your SAIG mailbox under current retention and
archival guidelines.

Each school subscribing to the daily ISIR service receives one ISIR for every student who lists
that school on the FAFSA. Regardless of the service for which a school has enrolled, all schools
receive pushed ISIRs.

Servicers will receive one ISIR for each student with only one Federal School Code listed and
may receive multiple ISIRs for a student if he or she included more than one Federal School
Code for schools managed by the servicer. For message class details, state agencies should refer
to the state agencies information later in this section.

Important Information about ISIR Files

« Schools Must Obtain ISIRs for All Eligible Students. Although the options provided to
schools through use of the ISIR Datamart are extensive, we remind you that you are
obligated to obtain ISIRs for all eligible students who enroll at your school.

« Develop an ISIR Request Process. We highly recommend that you develop a process for
requesting ISIRs from the datamart that takes into account your ongoing student admissions
process, as well as the tracking and monitoring of existing students with paid-on ISIR
transactions.

« Review ALL Pushed ISIRs. Your school must review all pushed ISIRs and assess any
potential impact to your students’ aid eligibility, regardless of whether or not you select the
“daily” ISIR distribution.

« Schools Choosing NOT to Receive Daily ISIRs. Schools that elect not to receive daily
ISIRs and instead request specific ISIR transactions from the datamart must continue to
review ISIR transactions for all enrolled students.
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State Agency Options

State agencies can combine processed FAFSA data from the CPS with common loan application
data to guarantee federal student loans, or the data can be combined with state data to award state

scholarships and grants.

As destination points, state agencies can automatically receive ISIRs from the CPS or request
ISIRS from the ISIR Datamart. The message classes used by state agencies for 2017-2018 are

listed below.
Message Class Data
IDNR18OP |Daily State Agency ISIR Non-Resident
IDRE18OP |Daily State Agency ISIR Resident
IGNR18OP |CPS Pushed State Agency ISIR Non-Resident
IGRE180P |CPS Pushed State Agency ISIR Resident
ISRF180P |Requested ISIR Data from the ISIR Datamart

You can set up your ISIR request preference in the Participation Management System on the
SAIG Enrollment Web site, located at fsawebenroll.ed.gov. For more information regarding the,
contact CPS/SAIG Technical Support through e-mail at CPSSAIG@ed.gov, or at 800/330-5947.
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Electronic Corrections

Schools with destination points enrolled for electronic correction processing can transmit
corrections to FAFSA data through FAA Access to CPS Online.

FAA Access to CPS Online allows schools to enter and edit correction data according to the CPS
system requirements. However, schools can choose to develop their own software or system to
enter, edit, and format correction data. We provide specifications for developing correction
software in the remainder of this section.

You submit correction data in the CORR18IN message class and the CPS returns the resulting
ISIR in the IGCO180P message class.

General Correction Entry Specifications

When you are submitting correction data, only the corrected information from a student’s record
is transmitted to the CPS, not the complete applicant record. This approach minimizes the
transmission volume. Correction information is transmitted as a fixed-length record. The layout
and description of this record is in the Correction Export Record Layout (CORR18IN) in the
Record Layouts section.

Creating a Correction Record
Follow these steps to create a correction record:

1. Inthe first position of the record, enter 8 to indicate that this is a correction to a 2017-2018
applicant transaction.

2. Inpositions 2 through 10, enter the applicant’s original Social Security Number (SSN). This
is the number reported by the applicant on the FAFSA form and does not reflect any
corrections to the SSN that might have been made.

3. Inpositions 11 and 12, enter the first two letters of the applicant’s original last name. These
are the letters reported by the applicant on the FAFSA form and do not reflect any
corrections to the last name that might have been made.

4. In positions 13 and 14, enter the transaction number of the ISIR being corrected. For
example, enter 01 to correct the first transaction on file at the CPS. The transaction does not
necessarily have to be the latest one on file at the CPS. If the transaction number being
corrected is not in the CPS database, the record is rejected. To correct the most recent
transaction, enter 99.

Note: When making a correction using transaction 99, you must also provide corrections to
CPS Correction Number (CPS Corr #) 133 (the first Federal School Code), Corr # 174
(DRN), and Corr # 154 (signatures) on the record.
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10.
11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

In positions 15 through 17, enter the CPS Corr # of the field being corrected. Each
correctable field has a three-digit CPS Corr # associated with it. For example, enter 001 to
correct the student’s last name. We have provided the CPS Corr # with valid content in the
Correction Data Entry Specifications Table found in the Processing Codes section.

In positions 18 through 52, enter the new value for the field being corrected.

Optional: In positions 53 through 470, you can enter or correct other student data fields. See
the second note below for more information.

Optional: In positions 471 through 520, enter or correct the student’s e-mail address.
Optional: In positions 521 through 570, enter or correct the parent’s e-mail address.
Optional: In positions 571 through 620, enter or correct the student’s high school name.
In positions 621 through 622, enter 1C for the transaction data source/type code.

In positions 623 through 630, enter the transaction receipt date. Enter the date you are
making the correction. The CPS updates this information on the ISIR with the date the CPS
received this correction.

You can set assumption override codes (1 to 6) in positions 631 through 636 and reject
override codes for reject 3, 12, 20, 21, A, B, C, G, J, K, N, and W in positions 637 through
648.

In positions 649 through 654, enter the Federal School Code of the school making the
correction.

Positions 655 to 680 are for Federal Student Aid use only and must be blank.

Note: To correct a field to blank, enter a single asterisk (*) left-justified in that field. The
Correction Data Entry Specification Table in the Processing Codes section distinguishes which
fields you can correct to blank. Not all fields can be corrected this way.

Note: Up to 12 SAR data fields can be corrected on a single record. If you are correcting more
than one field, repeat steps 5 and 6 using the remaining data fields on the correction record. If
more than 12 fields require correction, you must create an additional record, repeating steps 1
through 13.
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Detailed Data Entry Specifications

Each corrected value must meet certain standards; otherwise, the correction record is rejected.
We have provided field-by-field data entry specifications in the Correction Data Entry
Specifications table in the Processing Codes section of this technical reference. For each field,
these specifications identify the type (character, numeric, or signed numeric), the acceptable
length, and the valid values for the correction. The specifications also show whether the field is
correctable and if it is correctable to blank.

Keep the following information in mind:

« All correction values must be left-justified in the correction record. Use leading zeros, if
necessary, to increase the correction value to the valid field length. Leave blank any empty
positions to the right. Some correction values do not have a fixed length, although they
cannot be longer than the maximum length of the field. For example, to correct the number
of family members to five, enter 05 in positions 18 and 19, leaving positions 20 through 52
blank. To correct a student’s last name to Smith, enter SMITH (in uppercase, as the layout
notes) in positions 18 through 22 and leave positions 23 through 52 blank.

« Afield content of all nines indicates the reported or calculated value is greater than or equal
to the value of all nines. Blanks are allowed in some fields.

« Fields can contain one of three data types: character, numeric, or signed numeric.

A negative entry is acceptable for a limited number of fields. The Correction Data Entry
Specifications table in the Processing Codes section identifies the fields in which a negative is
acceptable under the Justify/Signed column and the Valid Field Content column. The signed
numeric fields are defined on the next page. In the case of signed numeric fields, the sign is
always implied in the right-most character of the field. For example, if the student’s adjusted
gross income (AGI) is negative 3507, then the value in the record contains 000350P. Because
the AGI value does not contain as many bytes as the correction field, the value must have leading
zeros. To determine the last digit, use the chart below. Determine if the value is positive or
negative and select the corresponding value for the last digit.

The following chart explains the conversion of the sign and the number:

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Positive Values { A B C D E F G H I

Negative Values } J K L M N 0 P Q R
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Signed Numeric Fields Table
20