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COD Processing Update 
July 12, 2013 

NEWS/UPDATES 
 

 G5 Refund Processing Change and System Outage July 20-22, 2013 (7/12/13) 
 
During the period of July 20-22, 2013, the Department of Education (the Department) will make updates to 
G5. The functionality being implemented and the service outage associated with the G5 implementation will 
affect school users in a number of ways. Please review the following information to determine how 
processing at your school will be affected. 
 
G5 System Outage 
 
From 12:01 A.M. (ET) on Saturday, July 20, 2013 through 6:00 A.M. (ET) on Monday, July 22, 2013, the G5 
Web site will not be available.  
 
G5 Processing  
 
Beginning July 22, 2013, all refunds processed will be in a pending status in G5 for three business days. The 
pending period will ensure that the refund amount sent to the Department has sufficient time to be 
processed before the funds will be available for a school to drawdown.  During the hold period, a school can 
view their pending refunds by clicking the specific award number to view the award details.  Once the hold 
period has expired, the refund amount will be made available for drawdown in G5 and increase the school’s 
Available Balance in the Common Origination and Disbursement (COD) System and G5. 
 
For additional information, refer to a July 12, 2013 Electronic Announcement posted on the IFAP Web site. 

 

 COD Computer-Based Training (7/12/13)  
 
Federal Student Aid takes this opportunity to remind the community of the availability of the COD 
Computer- Based Training (CBT).  
 
The COD CBT consists of component simulations and CBTs. The electronic files associated with each 
component, as well as information about downloading and navigating the COD CBT, are available on the 
Information for Financial Aid Professionals (IFAP) Web site. Under the “Tools for Schools” section on the 
home page, click on COD Computer-Based Training. 
 

 Preliminary Information About New COD Common Record XML Schema 4.0a Planned for March 2014 
(07/11/13) 
 
In March 2014, we plan to implement a new version of the Common Origination and Disbursement (COD) 
Common Record XML Schema.  The new version - 4.0a - of the COD Common Record XML Schema 
incorporates new tags related to the 150% Direct Subsidized Loan Limit. 
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Also in March 2014, we will begin to fully validate all Common Record files against the published COD 
Common Record XML Schema (versions 3.0d, 3.0e, and 4.0a).  This means that if a school submits a 
Common Record that does not conform to the published schema format, it will not be acknowledged or 
processed by the COD System.  The COD School Relations Center will contact a school that sends a Common 
Record that fails schema validation. 
 
For more information, refer to a July 11, 2013 Electronic Announcement posted to the IFAP Web site. 
 

 Additional 2011-2012 Direct Loan Program Year Closeout Information (07/11/13) 
 
On July 10, 2013, Federal Student Aid posted on the Information for Financial Aid Professionals (IFAP) Web 
site the third in a 3-part series of Direct Loan closeout announcements that informs schools of the closeout 
deadline for the 2011-2012 Program Year.  For more information, refer to the Electronic Announcement. 
 

 Notice of deadline dates for receipt of applications, reports, and other records for the 2013-2014 Award 
Year (07/10/13) 
 
Federal Student Aid has posted in the Federal Register deadline dates for the receipt of documents and 
other information from institutions and applicants for the Federal student aid programs authorized under 
Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, for the 2013-2014 Award Year. 
 
The text of the Federal Register notice is posted on the IFAP Web site. 
 

 2013-2014 COD System Peak Processing Reminders [(5/31/13) Updated 7/10/13] 
 
It is a peak processing period for the 2013-2014 Award Year. In a  May 31, 2013 Electronic Announcement 
on the IFAP Web site, Federal Student Aid provided COD System peak processing reminders to assist schools 
with planning and processing.  
  
Mondays and Tuesdays are the heaviest processing days. Schools with flexibility may want to consider 
scheduling the transmission of their award data for later in the week. 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding during this peak processing period. 
 

 150% Direct Subsidized Loan Limit – Phase One of COD System Changes Scheduled for June 28-30, 2013 
(6/20/13) 
 
As noted in 150% Direct Subsidized Loan Limit: Electronic Announcement #1, which was posted to the 
Information for Financial Aid Professionals (IFAP) Web site on May 16, 2013, we will be making system 
changes to the Common Origination and Disbursement (COD) System, the National Student Loan Data 
System (NSLDS), and the Central Processing System (CPS) to implement the 150% limit. 
 
For complete information about the first phase of COD System changes related to the 150% limit, refer to 
the June 21, 2013 Electronic Announcement on the IFAP Web site. 
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http://ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/053113CODPeakProcessingReminders1314.html
http://reservation/calendar.phtml?view=day&filter=&quickview=&date=1371700800
http://ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/062013DirectSubsidizedLoanLimit150PercentEA2.html
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CURRENT ISSUES 
 

DIRECT LOANS 
 
There are no Direct Loan-related issues at this time. 
 

GRANTS 
 

There are no Grant-related issues at this time. 
 

REMINDERS 
 

Keep School Contact Information Current in the COD 
System (7/12/13) 
 
We remind schools and third party servicers that 
contact information in the COD System must be kept 
current.  Contact information is extremely important for 
us to be able to reach the right people at the school, 
particularly about program-specific issues.  The e-mail 
addresses for the President, Financial Aid Administrator, 
Pell Grant Financial Aid Officer, and Direct Loan 
Financial Aid Officer are used to deliver time-sensitive 
materials and critical COD processing information to the 
school. 
 
Having current contact information for the Pell Grant 
Financial Aid Officer and Direct Loan Financial Aid 
Officer is most critical for a school that is an additional 
location to a main campus.  The information allows us 
to contact those officers directly at the additional 
location rather than needing to contact the main 
campus. 
  
For more information on updating School Contact 
Information, please refer to the December 20, 2012 
Electronic Announcement posted on the Information 
for Financial Aid Professionals (IFAP) Web site. 
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