
32 COMPLETING THE FAFSA

SECTION A  “YOU (THE STUDENT)”
Purpose: The FAFSA collects identifying information that is used to track a student
(name, telephone number, address, SSN, and so on) and other information that
affects a student’s basic eligibility for federal student aid. For instance, Section A
includes a question about citizenship status because a student must be a U.S.
citizen or eligible noncitizen to receive federal student aid. Similarly, a student who
has a bachelor’s degree is ineligible to receive a Federal Pell Grant or an FSEOG. For
1998-99, three questions about the student’s education background were added to
Section A. (The questions used to be in a separate Section B.) These questions collect
information on the educational background of a student and his or her parents.
Some state agencies use this information to award grants and scholarships.

Questions 1-3 ask for the student’s name. The name, along with other identifying
information, is used for several of the data matches. Because the Department
matches the name and SSN with the SSA, the name provided here should match
the name on the student’s Social Security card. Otherwise, the student may
receive a comment about the inconsistency, and some of the other match results
may be inconsistent.

Questions 4-7 ask for a student’s permanent mailing address. The student
generally must give a permanent home mailing address (not a school or office
address). An incarcerated student may use his or her school’s administrative
address or the correctional facility’s address. If such a student uses the school’s
administrative address, he or she must include with the FAFSA a letter from the
school indicating that he or she is incarcerated and is, therefore, using the
school’s address.

Question 8 asks for a student’s SSN. A student must have an SSN to apply for
federal financial aid. If the student submits a FAFSA without an SSN, the FAFSA
will be returned to the student unprocessed. To get an SSN, or to determine what
it is if a student’s Social Security card has been lost, the student must contact the
local Social Security office. For additional information (in English and Spanish), a
student should call the
SSA at 1-800/772-1213.

4. Number and street (Include apt. no.)

5.City 6. State 7.  ZIP code

4–7. Your permanent mailing address
(All mail will be sent to this
address.  See Instructions, page 2
for state/country abbreviations.)

  8. Your social security number
(SSN) (D 't l bl k

17. As of today, are you married?(Fill in only one oval.)

        Month       Day           Year

  8. Your social security number
(SSN) (Don't leave blank.
See Instructions, page 2.)


