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March 2 , 2024 

President Martha E. Pollack
Office of the President
300 Day Hall 
Cornell University
Ithaca, New York 14853 

Via Electronic Mail

Re:   Conclusion of 20 U.S.C. § 1011f Investigation (Cornell University) 

Dear President Pollack:

This letter is to notify you that the U.S. Department of Education (Department) has completed its 
investigation of Cornell University’s compliance with Section 117 of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965 (Section 117). The Department opened this investigation on July 19, 2019 to determine 
whether Cornell University is in compliance with Section 117, which requires institutions of 
higher education (IHEs) to report statutorily defined gifts, contracts, and/or restricted and 
conditional gifts or contracts from or with a statutorily defined foreign source(s) to the 
Department.  Based on the Department’s review of Cornell University’s submissions, its review 
of statutorily required disclosure reports, and Cornell University’s attestation (Enclosure 1), we 
are pleased to notify you that, as of the date of this letter, this investigation is closed.   

We appreciate the collaborative and responsive way in which Cornell University worked with 
the Department throughout this investigation. We encourage Cornell University to continue to 
work efficiently and diligently to comply with Section 117.  

Please contact the Department if you have any questions about Section 117 compliance.  We are 
committed to helping institutions understand and comply with their obligations and would be 
pleased to provide any assistance that you might seek in the future.  
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Sincerely, 

Lisa M. Brown 

cc:   Stephanie Gold 
Partner 
Hogan Lovells 

Joel Buckman 
Partner 
Hogan Lovells 
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