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Scenario 8: Independent Student, Single, Nontax
Filer

Overview
This user scenario involves the following user roles and actions:

A A user fills out a 202728 FAFSR £l Of ET OEA OOOOAAT 66 OOAO Oi1l As
A"AOAA 11 OEA OOOAAT 080 AT OxAOOh OEAU AOA AAOAOI E
A"AAAOOA OEA OOOAAT O EO OEITCIA jTAOGAO T AOOEAAQh O
A When the student signs their form, it is processed immediately.



Independent Student: Role Federal StudentAid

FAFSA ...

Welcome, Christopher, —

w &

——— | am starting the FAFSA form as a

‘ @ Student A | () Parent 89

Did you receive an invitation code?
Enter Code




Independent Student: Student Identity Information Federal StudentAid

®
FORM
FAI:SA 2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson [ Save | FAFSAMenu [ ]

Student Identity Information

Review the information below and verify that it's correct before moving forward.

Mame
Christopher V Johnson

Date of Birth
01/01/2002

Social Security Number
e 8188

Email Address
599888188test@testcod.edu

Mcbile Phane Number
(535) 557-6149

To update this information for all U.S. Department of Education communications, go to Account Settings.

Permanent Mailing Address
Include apartment number.

123 Test
City
San Antonio

State
TX

Zip Code
78251

Country
us



Independent Student: State of Residence Federal StudentAid

® FORM
FAF A 2027-28 = Student Christopher Johnson B Save FAFSA Menu E]

Student State of Residence
State, Country, or Military Location

Usually, this is the state where the student lives while not attending school.

Texas (TX) ®

Date the Student Became a Resident of Texas (TX)

If the student was born in Texas (TX) and has not moved out of state since, enter their date of birth.
Otherwise, enter the date the student moved to Texas (TX).

Month Year

‘12 Hzmz ‘@




Independent Student: Provide Consent and Approval (1 of 2 slides) Federal StudentAid

®
FORM
FAFSA 2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson @ Save | FAFSAMenu [ i ]

Provide Consent and Approval or You Won't Be Eligible for Federal
Student Aid @

Summary

Your consent and approval are needed to retrieve and disclose federal tax information. With
your consent and approval, we can obtain tax return information automatically from the IRS
to help you complete the FAFSA® form. If you don’t provide consent and approval, you will
not be eligible for federal student aid, including grants and loans. You must provide consent
and approval even if you didn’t file a U.S. federal tax return or any tax return.

- Get your 2025 tax return information for the <> Federal tax information is used to determine your
2027-28 FAFSA form. eligibility for federal student aid.

-2 Tax return information is required to complete
the FAFSA form.

By accepting below, I consent to the disclosure of information about me, as described below, and
further affirmatively approve of the receipt and use of my federal tax information and to the U.S.
Department of Education (ED)’s redisclosure of my federal tax information, as described below. By
accepting below, I consent to and affirmatively approve of, as applicable, the following:

1. ED may disclose my Social Security number/Individual Taxpayer Identification Number, last
name, date of birth, unique identifier, the tax year for which federal tax information is
required, and the date and timestamp of my approval for the use of my federal tax information
in determining eligibility by ED for which approval is provided to the U.S. Department of the
Treasury, Internal Revenue Service (IRS). I understand that in response to such a request from
ED, the IRS shall then disclose my federal tax information to “authorized persons” (i.e.,
specifically designated officers and employees of ED and its contractors [as defined in 26 U.S.C.
§ 6103(1)(13)(E)]) for the purpose of determining eligibility for and the amount of federal
student aid under a program authorized under subpart 1 of part A, part C, or part D of Title IV
of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, for myself or an applicant for federal student
aid who has requested that I share my federal tax information on their Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form.

[

. Authorized persons at ED and its contractors (as defined in 26 U.S.C. § 6103(1)(13)(E)) may use
my federal tax information for the purpose of determining the eligibility for and amount of
federal student aid under a program authorized under subpart 1 of part A, part C, or part D of
Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, for myself or a FAFSA applicant who
has requested that I share my federal tax information on the FAFSA form.



Independent Student: Provide Consent and Approval (2 of 2 slides) Federal StudentAid

3. ED may redisclose my federal tax information received from the IRS pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § By accepting below, I consent electronically to the use of my StudentAid.gov account username and
6103‘(1)‘(13)(1?)(“1) to the f-ouoyving entities solely for the use in the application, award, and password (FSA ID) as my signature and certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United
adr:1T:lss‘trif;?:nzfo‘?:?;;;l:;ﬂ;a(ion aniipafingin fhe iikrdl stodentali grograme States of America, that the foregoing is true and correct. I understand that any falsification of this

authorized under subpart 1 of part A, part C, or part D of Title IV of the Higher Education statement is punishable under the provisions of 18 U.S.C. § 1001 by a fine, imprisonment of not more
Act 0f 1965, as amended than five years, or both, and that the knowing and willful recuest for or acquisition of records

pertaining to an individual under false pretenses is a criminal offense under the Privacy Act of 1974,

subject to a fine of not more than $5,000 fine (5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(i)(3)). By accepting and submitting my

o Scholarship organizations designated prior to Dec. 19, 2019, by the secretary of education part of the FAFSA form, my execution (including date and time) of consent and approval will be

logged in ED’s Person Authentication Service System of Record (18-11-12).

o State higher education agencies

o Contractors of institutions of higher education and state higher education agencies to
administer aspects of the institution’s or state agency’s activities for the application,
award, and administration of such financial aid

4. ED may redisclose my federal tax information to another FAFSA applicant’s FAFSA form(s) for H
which I elect to participate. By accepting an invitation and affirmation to participate in another Frequently ASked QueStlons
individual’s FAFSA form, my federal tax information will be redisclosed to the additional
application. I understand that I may decline an invitation to participate, which will prevent the
transfer of my federal tax information to that FAFSA form.

Who should provide consent and approval? ©

By consenting and providing my affirmative approval, I further understand the following:

-

. My consent and affirmative approval are required, as a condition of my eligibility or the
eligibility of a FAFSA applicant who has requested that I share my federal tax information on
' . . 1 . .
their FAFSA form, for federal student aid under a program authorized under subpart 1 of part If I'm married and didn't file a jOIﬂt tax return with my current Spouse, does my

4. pattC, orpart Dt Tirle IV of e Higher Educution:dctof- 1965, as amented, even i L didnot spouse have to provide consent and approval for you to access their tax information?
file a U.S. federal tax return.

)

.Iam providing my written consent for the redisclosure of my federal tax information by ED to
include, but not limited to, institutions of higher education, state higher education agencies,
designated scholarship organizations, their respective contractors and auditors, other family What happens after | pmv]de consent and approva]? @
members participating in the FAFSA form, Office of Inspector General, under 26 U.S.C. § 6103(1)
(13)(D), and with my further express written consent obtained by an institution of higher
education, the redisclosure of FAFSA information pursuant to the terms and conditions of 20
U.S.C. § 1098h(c).
What happens if | decline consent and approval? ©

w

. Any federal tax information received from the IRS at a later date shall supersede any manually
entered financial or income information on the FAFSA form.

»

ED may request updated federal tax information from the IRS once my consent and approval
are provided. If federal tax information has changed (e.g., amended tax return filed with
revised information), then eligibility for and amounts of federal, state, and institutional eligibility for federal student aid. If you select “Decline,” you will not be eligible for federal student aid.
financial aid may change.

Select “Approve” to provide consent and approval for the use of your federal tax information to determine your

@

If I do not consent to the redisclosure of my federal tax information to institutions of higher

education, state higher education agencies, designated scholarship organizations, and their

respective contractors, ED will be unable to calculate my eligibility for federal student aid or Decline
the eligibility of a FAFSA applicant who has requested that I share my federal tax information

on their FAFSA form.



Independent Student: Imports IRS Information (1 of 2 slides) Federal StudentAid

®
FORM -
FAFSA 2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson @ Save = FAFSAMenu | : |

[

We're securely importing your information.

Do not leave this page while your information is being imported into your application.

Loading...



Independent Student: Imports IRS Information (2 of 2 slides) Federal StudentAid

®
FORM
FAFSA 2027-28 < Student Christopher Johnson B) Save ~ FAFSA Menu @

|

We're securely importing your information.

A Sorry, data could not be retrieved. Select "Continue” to proceed.

We were unable to retrieve your financial information from the IRS, so you’ll
need to enter it yourself in the Finances section.

Previous Continue

(@ Hil Need help?)




Introduction: Independent Student Background

FAFSA

FORM
2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson

L 2/ © 4 © 6/

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Review & Sign

Background

We'll ask you questions that help us determine your eligibility for ’\ ;

federal student aid. This information can affect the types of federal

student aid you're eligible to receive. A , \
. :

-» Sometimes we need to collect information from other people depending on
answers in this section. We'll let you know if this is the case.

Previous Continue

FederalStudentAid

10



Independent Student: Marital Status

@ FORM
2027-28 = Student Christopher Johnson

L 2] © 0

Background Demographics Financials Colleges

Student Current Marital Status ©

@ Single (never married)

() Married (not separated)

O Remarried

(O Separated

O Divorced

() Widowed

Previous

2 Save

Signature

FAFSA Menu [ : |

FederalStudentAid
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Independent Student: College or Career School Plans

FAFSA'

FORM
2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson

—0— 0O ©

Background Demographics Financials

Student School Year

When the student starts classes for the 2027-28 school year, what year will they be in

college? ®

@ First (freshman)

) Second (sophomore)

() Third or higher (junior and up)

) Graduate-level (such as a master’s or
- doctorate)

When the student starts college classes for the 2027-28 school year, will they already have a

bachelor’s degree? ©

FAFSA Menu | § |

) Yes

@ No

Previous

FederalStudentAid

12



Independent Student: Personal Circumstances Federal StudentAid

FAFSA ...

& Student Christopher Johnson [ Save FAFSA Menu :

—il———i © 0 o

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

Student Personal Circumstances

Select all that apply.

The student is currently serving on active duty in the U.S. armed forces for purposes other than ®

training.
[ ] The student is a veteran of the U.S. armed forces. ®
[ ] Atany time since the student turned 13, they were an orphan (no living biological or adoptive ®
parent).
| | Atany time since the student turned 13, they were a ward of the court. ®
[ At any time since the student turned 13, they were in foster care. ®
[ ] The student is or was a legally emancipated minor, as determined by a court in their state of ®
residence.
[ ] The student is or was in a legal guardianship with someone other than their parent or ®

stepparent, as determined by a court in their state of residence.

None of these apply.

Previous Continue

13



Independent Student: Homelessness Status

FAFSA

FORM
2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

Student Homelessness
On July 1, 2026 or after, did the student face one of these situations? ©

@ Save

(") They didn't live with a parent or guardian, and they were homeless.

They didn't live with a parent or guardian, were supporting themselves, and were at risk of
O becoming homeless.
g

@ They didn't face either of these situations.

FederalStudentAid

FAFSA Menu E]

14



Student Dependency Status: Independent Student

® FORM
2027—28 = Student Christopher Johnson

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

Your Dependency Status

Independent Student

Based on your answers, you're an independent student. This means you don't need
to answer financial questions about your parents to complete your FAFSA® form.

@ Save

Previous Continue

FederalStudentAid

FAFSA Menu [ : |

15



Introduction: Independent Student Demographics

® FORM
2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson

Background Demographics Financials

Student Demographics

We'll ask questions about your background and the
education levels of your parent(s). Some of these questions
will help determine how much federal student aid you may
be eligible to receive for school.

Previous

Colleges Signature

. 1.
N

FederalStudentAid

16



Independent Student: Demographic Information

FAFSA

FORM

2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson [@ Save FAFSA Menu E]

@ 2 © 4 ©

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

Student Demographic Information

Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Not Affect Federal Student Aid Eligibility

Your answers will not
o affect the student’s eligibility for federal student aid,
e be used in any aid calculations, or
e be shared with the schools to which the student applies.

What is the student’s sex? ®

@ Male

Q Female

i! ?

FederalStudentAid

17



Independent Student: Race and Ethnicity Federal StudentAid

® Form ® Form
2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson @ Save FAFSA Menu E‘ 2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson B Save FAFSA Menu E

—© © © © © —© 24 © © ©

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Signature Background Demagraphlcs Financials Colleges Signature
Student Race and Ethnicity © Student Race and Ethnicity @
Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Not Affect Federal Student Aid Eligibility Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Not Affect Federal Student Aid Eligibility
Your answers will not Your answers will not
e affect the student’s eligibility for federal student aid, » affect the student’s eligibility for federal student aid,
¢ beused in any aid calculations, or * be used in any aid calculations, or
* be shared with the schools to which the student applies. * be shared with the schools to which the student applies.
What is the student’s race? What is the student’s race?
Select all that apply. Select all that apply.

[[] American Indian or Alaska Native [[] American Indian or Alaska Native

l [] Asian l [] Asian

l [T] Black or African American

l [] Black or African American l

l Hispanic or Latino

l [] Middle Eastern or North African [] Mexican

Puerto Rican
[T] Native Hawallan or Other Pacific Islander

[ ] salvadorian

||:|Whlte

["] Cuban

] Dominican

|
|
|
| O Hpncortaeo |
|
|
|
|

l [C] Prefer not to answer

D Guatemalan

Other Hispanic or Latino (Enter, for

Spaniard, etc.)

18



Independent Student: Citizenship Status Federal StudentAid

®
FORM
FAFSA 2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson @ Save = FAFSAMenu [ : ]

© 2 © 4 ©

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

Student Citizenship Status ©

@ U.S. citizen or national

(") Eligible noncitizen

() Neither US. citizen nor eligible noncitizen

Previous Continue

(@ Hi! Need help?)

19



Independent Student: Parent Education Status

FAFSA

FORM
2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson B Save

o 2 © 4 15

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

Parent Education Status

Did either of the student’s parents attend college or complete college? ©

@ Neither parent attended college

One or both parents attended college, but
O neither parent completed college

(") One or both parents completed college

O Don't know

Previous Continue

FederalStudentAid

FAFSA Menu | : |

<@ Hil Need help?)

20



Independent Student: Parent Killed in Line of Duty

FAFSA

FORM
2027-28 % Student Christopher Johnson

© 2

Background Demographics

Parent Killed in Line of Duty

Financials

Colleges

@ Save

Signature

Was the student’s parent or guardian killed in the line of duty while either (1) serving on active
duty as a member of the U.S. armed forces on or after the events of 9/11, or (2) performing

official duties as a public safety officer? @

Public safety officers include law enforcement officers, firefighters, and emergency service workers.

O Yes

@ No

‘ Previous

FederalStudentAid

FAFSA Menu | § |

C@ Hi! Need help?>

21



Independent Student: High School Completion Status

FAFSA

FORM
2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson

© 24 ©

Background Demographics Financials

Student High School Completion Status

4]

Colleges

@ Save

©

Review & Sign

Will the student be done with high school when they start their college classes for the 2027-28

school year? ©

If the student completed high school outside of the U.S., select "Yes (high school diploma).

@ Yes (high school diploma)

O Yes (GED or other state-recognized high
school equivalent)

(O Yes (homeschooling under state law)

(O No, none of the above

Previous

FAFSA Menu [ §

FederalStudentAid
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Independent Student: High School Information (1 of 2 slides)

® FORM
2027-28 = Student Christopher Johnson

o 2 © 4

Background Demographics Financials Colleges

Student High School Information
From what high school did or will the student graduate? ©

Search for The Student's High School

Attend a School outside of the US? Manually Add Forejgn School

State

Alabama (AL)

City

Mt Olive Academy

X

M

Signature

@) Save

FAFSA Menu | £ |

FederalStudentAid
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Independent Student: High School Information

® Form
2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson

© o o o

Background Demographics Financials Colleges

Student High School Information
From what high school did or will the student graduate? ©

Search for The Student’s High School

Attend a School outside of the US? Manually Add Foreign School

State

‘ Alabama (AL)

City

‘ Fultondale

High School Name optional

‘ Mt Olive Academy

Search Results 1151 0f1

SORTBY: WILHHEEL AZ

(2 of 2 slides)

B Save

Signature

Mt Olive Academy
Fultondale, Alabama (AL)

Q, Search Again

Is the student's school not listed?  Add school manually

Previous

FAFSA Menu [ £ |

FederalStudentAid
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Independent Student: Confirm High School

FAFSA

FORM
2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson

o 2 © 4

Background Demographics Financials Colleges

Confirm Your High School

@) Save

Signature

Verify that your high school information below is correct. Once you're ready, select "Continue” and

we'll add it to your FAFSA® form.

High School Name
Mt Olive Academy
City

Fultondale

State
AL

Previous

Edit @'

FederalStudentAid

FAFSA Menu | £ |

25



Introduction: Independent Student Financials Federal StudentAid

® FORM
2027-28 = Student Christopher Johnson

o o © 4 5

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

Your Finances

The FAFSA® form helps determine your ability to pay for
school. We ask about your financial information in this section.

What if you have special financial circumstances?

Previous Continue

26



Independent Student: Federal Benefits

O FORM
2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson B Save

—Q © © © 5]

Background Demographics Financlals Colleges Signature

Federal Benefits Received

Responses Won't Reduce Federal Student Aid Eligibility

Answering these questions won't reduce your eligibility for federal student aid or these
programs.

At any time during 2025 or 2026, did the student or anyone in their family receive benefits from
any of the following federal programs? ®
Select all that apply.

{ [ Medicaid l @
[] Suppl tal Nutrition A .
Program (SNAP) @

[] Free or Reduced Price School Lunch

(based on Income) @

’ [T] Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) l @
[] Lower Premiums for a Plan Purchased

Through the Health Insurance @

Marketplace

FAFSA Menu [ £ |

Lower Premiums for a Plan Purchased
Through the Health Insurance
Marketplace

Special Supplemental Nutrition Program
for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

Federal Housing Assistance (for example,
Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8) or
public housing)

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF)

O]

@

@

None of these apply.

Previous

FederalStudentAid
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Independent Student: Tax Filing Status

FAFSA

FORM

2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson

[ Save

© © © o © L6/

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Review & Sign

Student Tax Filing Status

Did the student file a US. federal income tax return for 2025 (or will they)? ©

The federal income tax form is called IRS Form 1040 or 1040-NR.

Yes @ No

Did the student file a 2025 income tax return in Puerto Rico or another U.S. territory (or will
they)? ©

Yes @ No

Which one of these situations apply to the student for 2025? ©

() The student earned income in a foreign country.

The student worked for an international organization and wasn't required to report that income on

any tax return. International organizations include the United Nations, World Bank, and International
Monetary Fund.

@ Neither of these situations apply

Previous Continue

FAFSA Menu | : |

FederalStudentAid
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Independent Student: Number in College

FAFSA

FORM
2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson @) Save

o © © 4 15
Background Demographics Financials Colleges Signature
Number in College

How many people in the student’s family, including the student, will be in college between July 1,
2027, and June 30, 2028?

1 0

‘ Previous Continue

FederalStudentAid

FAFSA Menu [ |
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Introduction: Independent Student Selects Schools

FAFSA'

FORM
2027-28 & Student Christopher Johnson

© © ©

Background Demographics Financials
Select Colleges and Career Schools

Search for and select colleges and career schools you're
considering so they automatically receive an electronic copy
of the FAFSA® form.

Previous

4 ©

Colleges Signature

(@ Hi! Need help?:)

FederalStudentAid
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Independent Student: School Search (1 of 2 slides)

FAFSA :...s

¥ Student Christopher Johnson

[ Save = FAFSA Menu E]

Background

© @

Demographics

© O ©

Financials

Colleges Signature

Where should we send the FAFSA® information?

Seal

Se

AMERICAN INTERCONTINENTAL
UNIVERSITY E01743
ATLANTA, GA

CINCINNATI CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
003029

CINCINNATI, OH

FLORIDA MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY
MIAMI GARDENS, FL

001486

SOUTHWEST BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
BOLIVAR, MO

002502

CHARLESTON SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
CHARLESTON, SC

003419

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO DENVER]
ANSCHUTZ 004508
DENVER, CO

Is.

by school name or state, try searching by

0 the FAFSA® form. You can add up to 20 schools.
even if you’re not certain you’ll apply to all of them.
later. Find tips for searching for colleges or career

ed Schools

tion

Unived x

Previous ]

Federal StudentAid

@ Hi! Need help?

31



Independent Student: School Search (2 of 2 slides) Federal StudentAid

Search Results 1 to 10 of 1722

SORTBY: WV EHANA7 ) A-Z

CINCINNATI CHRISTIAN Federal Schoal Code
UNIVERSITY 003029 v Selected
Cincinnati, Ohio (OH)

UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN Federal School Code
COLORADO 001515 v Selected
Greeley, Colorado (CO)

CALIFORNIA STATE Federal School Code
UNIVERSITY, EAST BAY 001138 v Selected
Hayward, California (CA)

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA Fedéral Seticl Cods 2 :
WESTERN (THE) 002537 (+ Select
Dillon, Montana (MT)

WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY Federal School Code (+ Select
Middletown, Connecticut (CT) 001424

CALIFORNIA BAPTIST

UNIVERSITY ;eodlelr;;School Code i Saiact
Riverside, California (CA)

PENNSYLVANIA STATE T ——

UNIVERSITY (THE) - (+ Select
University Park, Pennsylvania (PA)

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO Federal School Code

DENVERI ANSCHUTZ [+ Select

4
Denver, Colorado (CO) 004508
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Independent Student: Selected Schools Federal StudentAid

®
FORM
FAFSA 2027-28 = Student Christopher Johnson Save | FAFSAMenu [ ]

© ©

Background Demographics

Financials Colleges

Selected Colleges and Career Schools

Signature

These are the colleges and career schools that you've selected to receive the FAFSA®

form.

Review this list of schools and confirm your selection(s).

School List Guidelines for Texas Residents

To be eligible for state grant aid in Texas, you must list an eligible in-state college. The order of
schools in your college list will not impact your eligibility for state aid programs.

I 3 out of 20 schools selected

Showing 1t0 3 of 3

Cincinnati Christian University
Cincinnati, Ohio (OH)

University of Northern Colorado
Greeley, Colorado (CO)

California State University, East Bay
Hayward, California (CA)

Q, Search and Select More Schools

Previous

Federal School Code

W Remove
003029
Federal School Code W Remove
001349
Federal School Code & Remove

001138

View Information

View Information

View Information
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