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Scenario 10: Provisionally Independent Student

Overview
This partial user scenario shows how a student can report on their FAFSA® form that they face unusual

circumstances that prevent them from adding a parent as a required contributor.

[t starts with the Student Homelessness question in the Background section. Based on the student’s
answers, they are given the status of “Provisionally Independent Student.”
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Student Homelessness
On July 1, 2026 or after, did the student face one of these situations? ©

(O They didn't live with a parent or guardian, and they were homeless.

O They didn't live with a parent or guardian, were supporting themselves, and were at risk of
becoming homeless.

@ They didn't face either of these situations.
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Student Unusual Circumstances
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This information will help us evaluate the student’s ability to pay for school.

Do unusual circumstances prevent the student from contacting their parents or would
contacting their parents pose a risk to the student? ®

A student may be experiencing unusual circumstances if they

left home due to an abusive or threatening environment;

are abandoned by or estranged from their parents;

have refugee or asylee status and are separated from their parents, or their parents are displaced
in a foreign country;

are a victim of human trafficking;

are incarcerated, or their parents are incarcerated and contact with the parents would pose a
risk to the student; or

are otherwise unable to contact or locate their parents.

If the student’s circumstances resulted in not having a safe and stable place to live, they may be
considered a homeless youth and should review the answer to the previous question about being

unaccompanied and homeless.

@ Yes (O No
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Your Dependency Status

Provisionally Independent or Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

You Can Proceed without Parent Information

Based on your answers, you can submit your application without answering
questions about your parent(s).

To complete the financial aid process, you'll need to contact the financial aid office
at the school you wish to attend.

If you are not in contact with a parent, or contacting a parent would pose a risk to
you, you are considered a provisionally independent student. You will need to speak
with the financial aid office at your school about your circumstances.

If you have indicated that you are unaccompanied and either (1) homeless or (2) self-
supporting and at risk of being homeless, the financial aid office at your school is
required to make a determination of your status based on a written statement from
you or a documented interview with you. Please contact your school’s financial aid
office to complete this process.

We won't be able to calculate your Student Aid Index (SAI) until your financial aid
office confirms your circumstances. Until then, we will provide only an estimate of
your federal student aid eligibility as an independent student.
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