COD System Changes for 2025-26

This document highlights the system changes we will implement on March 23, 2025.

Changes Affecting All Programs

The following changes will affect the COD System processing of Federal Pell Grant (Pell Grant),
Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant, and William D.
Ford Federal Direct Loan (Direct Loan) awards.

COD Common Record XML Schema Version 5.0c

As a reminder, with the March 2025 system implementation, COD Common Record XML Schema
Version 5.0c will be in place. For more information about the changes to the schema, including new
or revised tags and new or revised valid values, refer to the Oct. 25, 2024 schema publication.

Student Eligibility Code Updates (State and Test Completion Dates)

With this release, we will update the COD System to align with changes related to Student Eligibility
Codes. More specifically, we add or modify valid values for certain Common Record tags.
Common Record Tags

The valid completion date range for the Test Codes “08-WBST” and “12-WBST-Spanish” have
changed. If a school uses either test code, it must also submit the Ability to Benefit Completion Date
tag with a date within the valid date range; for Test Code “08-WBST” 10/25/1996 to 3/31/2023 or
for Test Code “12-WBST-Spanish” 7/1/2015 to 3/31/2023.

We have added two new states and related completion date ranges for Student Eligibility Code “03-
State Process.”

IA (Iowa) has been added with a test completion date range of 3/10/2021 to 3/9/2024.
CA (California) has been added with a test completion data range of 7/31/2024 to present.

If a school uses Student Eligibility Code “03,” one of the valid state codes must be submitted in the
INSERT name tag, and the Ability to Benefit Completion Date tag must also be submitted with a date
within the valid date ranges applicable to the corresponding state.

COD System Edits

We will modify several COD System edits to align with the Student Eligibility Code changes. More
specifically, we will adjust the COD reject edits 196, 197, 198, and 996 to account for the new or
updated valid values described above. All edits will be returned at the award level.

Detailed business rules for the Student Eligibility Codes and the related tags and edits are found in
the 2025-26 COD Technical Reference.
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CIP Modifications - Edit Updates (131, 204, and 996)

With this release, Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) information has been combined
into a new CIP complex element in the COD Common Record XML Schema. The new complex
element tag is <CIP> and includes several existing CIP-related tags (Program CIP Code, Published
Program Length Years, Published Program Length Months, Published Program Length Weeks,
Weeks Programs Academic Year, Special Programs, and Program Credential Level). As a result, we
will modify several edits associated with the processing of the new <CIP> tag. The new edit
conditions apply to the 2025-26 award year and forward.

e Warning Edit 131 - This edit will be modified to trigger when the same Program CIP Code is
submitted more than one time within different <CIP> tags.

o Reject Edit 202 - This edit will be modified to trigger when more than one published
program length fields are submitted within the <CIP> tag.

e Reject Edit 996 - This edit will be modified to trigger when the <CIP> tag is submitted for an
award year prior to 2025-26. It will also trigger when the following tags are submitted
outside of the <CIP> tag for 2025-26 award year and forward: Program CIP Code, Published
Program Length Years, Published Program Length Months, Published Program Length
Weeks, Weeks Programs Academic Year, Special Programs, and Program Credential Level.

Changes Impacting the Pell Grant Program
The following changes will affect COD System processing of Pell Grant awards.

Pell Grant Maximum and Minimum Award Amounts for the 2025-26 Award
Year

Dear Colleague Letter GEN-25-02 provides the maximum and minimum award amounts for Pell
Grant awards for the 2025-26 award year. All 2025-26 Pell Grant awards must be based on the
amount in GEN-25-02.

We will implement the 2025-26 Pell Grant maximum and minimum amounts in the COD System
during this release.

Note for EDExpress Users: EDExpress for Windows 2025-26, Release 2.0, scheduled for release in
April 2025, will add Pell Grant functionality for the 2025-26 award year. We will communicate
EDExpress Release 2.0 information through forthcoming electronic announcements.

Changes to COD Reports

Given changes to various fields in COD Schema 5.0c, report layouts for three reports will change; all
other reports will be the same as the 2024-25 award year.

Below we provide a high-level summary of the changes to the reports. A detailed summary of these
changes is also outlined in the “Changes from 2024-25 to 2025-26" section of the COD Technical
Reference (see Volume 1, Section 2). Detailed requirements and updated layouts for each report are
provided in Volume 6, Section 6 of the COD Technical Reference.
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IMPORTANT: The report changes are for the 2025-26 award year and forward; prior year

layouts will not change. Schools and vendors will need to review each specific layout for

specific details.

Table 1: Summary of High-Level Report Changes

Report Name Were Fields Were Fields Were Fields Has the Award Year
Added? Removed? Modified? Report Length | Impacted
Changed?
Pell Grant YTD Yes No Yes No 2025-26 and
Record forward
(Disbursement)
TEACH Grant Yes No Yes No 2025-26 and
Rebuild File forward
(Disbursement
Detail)
Direct Loan Yes No Yes No 2025-26 and
Rebuild forward
(Disbursement
Record)
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