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In addition to the eligibility requirements discussed in Chapter 1 and Chapter 2, foreign veterinary 
schools and foreign nursing schools must comply with additional requirements to be eligible to 
participate in the Direct Loan Program.

Foreign Veterinary Schools      
& Nursing Schools

FOREIGN VETERINARY SCHOOLS
To be eligible to participate in the Direct Loan Program, a foreign 

veterinary school must be either a freestanding foreign institution or a 
component of a foreign university that has as its sole mission the providing 
of an educational program that leads to the degree of doctor of veterinary 
medicine, or the equivalent. Both nonprofit and for-profit foreign veterinary 
schools may participate in the Direct Loan Program.

A foreign veterinary school is eligible to apply to participate in the Direct 
Loan Program if, in addition to satisfying the general eligibility criteria 
applicable to all foreign schools, it:

 • provides, and in the normal course requires its students to complete, 
a program of clinical and classroom veterinary instruction that is: 

◊ supervised closely by members of the school’s faculty, 
and provided in facilities adequately equipped and 
staffed, to afford students comprehensive clinical and 
classroom veterinary instruction through a training pro-
gram for foreign veterinary students; and

◊ approved by all veterinary licensing boards and evaluat-
ing bodies whose views are considered relevant by the 
Department;

• has graduated classes during each of the two twelve-month periods 
immediately preceding the date the Department receives the school’s request 
for an eligibility determination;

• employs for the program only those faculty members whose 
academic credentials are the equivalent of credentials required of faculty 
members teaching the same or similar courses at veterinary schools in the 
United States; and

Foreign Veterinary Schools
20 U.S.C. 1002(a)(2)(A), 34 CFR 600.56

Definition of a foreign veterinary 
school
34 CFR 600.52, 600.56(a)

Criteria for participation
34 CFR 600.56(a)
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• beginning July 1, 2015, foreign veterinary schools must be accredited 
or provisionally accredited by an organization acceptable to the Department 
for the purpose of evaluating veterinary programs to participate in the Direct 
Loan program. The Department’s Guidelines for Requesting an Acceptability 
Determination for a Foreign Veterinary Accrediting Agency is available at 
https://opeweb.ed.gov/aslweb/index.cfm.

The list of veterinary organizations evaluated by the Department and 
the Department’s decision regarding the acceptability of the organization for 
purposes of evaluating veterinary programs for participation in the Direct 
Loan program are available at https://opeweb.ed.gov/aslweb/finalstaffreports.
cfm.

For a for-profit foreign veterinary school: 

• no portion of the program may be at what would be an 
undergraduate level in the United States; and

• Direct Loan program eligibility does not extend to any 
undergraduate/graduate joint degree program. 

LOCATION OF THE PROGRAM 
No portion of the foreign veterinary educational program offered to 

U.S. students, other than the clinical training portion of the program, may 
be located outside of the country in which the main campus of the foreign 
veterinary school is located.

To be eligible for Direct Loan funds, U.S. students who attend a for-
profit foreign veterinary school must complete their clinical training at an 
approved veterinary school located in the United States.

U.S. students who attend a non-profit foreign veterinary school may 
complete their clinical training at an approved veterinary school located:

• in the United States;

• in the home country (i.e., the country in which the main campus of 
the foreign veterinary school is located); or

• outside of the United States or the home country, if:

◊ the location is included in the accreditation of a veteri-
nary program accredited by the American Veterinary 
Medical Association (AVMA), or

◊ no individual student takes more than two electives at 
the location and the combined length of the elective does 
not exceed eight weeks.

For-profit foreign veterinary 
school
34 CFR 600.54(f)

Location of the program
34 CFR 600.56(b)

NEW

Clarification

NEW
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FOREIGN NURSING SCHOOLS
Both public and private nonprofit and for-profit foreign nursing schools 

may participate in the Direct Loan Program. To be eligible to participate 
in the Direct Loan Program, a foreign nursing school must be either a 
freestanding foreign institution or a component of a foreign university that 
is an associate degree school of nursing, a collegiate school of nursing, or a 
diploma school of nursing.  These terms are defined as follows:

Associate degree school of nursing: A school that provides primarily or 
exclusively a two-year program of postsecondary education in professional 
nursing leading to a degree equivalent to an associate degree in the United 
States. 

Collegiate school of nursing: A school that provides primarily or 
exclusively a minimum of a two-year program of postsecondary education 
in professional nursing leading to a degree equivalent to a bachelor of arts, 
bachelor of science, or bachelor of nursing in the United States, or to a degree 
equivalent to a graduate degree in nursing in the United States, and including 
advanced training related to the program of education provided by the 
school.

Diploma school of nursing: A school affiliated with a hospital or 
university, or an independent school, which provides primarily or exclusively 
a two-year program of postsecondary education in professional nursing 
leading to the equivalent of a diploma in the United States or to equivalent 
indicia that the program has been satisfactorily completed. 

A foreign nursing school is eligible to apply to participate in the Direct 
Loan Program if, in addition to satisfying the general eligibility criteria 
applicable to all foreign schools:

• the nursing school has an agreement with a hospital located in the 
United States or an accredited school of nursing located in the United States 
that requires students of the nursing school to complete the student’s clinical 
training at the hospital or accredited school of nursing;

• the nursing school has an agreement with an accredited school of 
nursing located in the United States providing that students graduating from 
the nursing school located outside of the United States also receive a degree 
from the accredited school of nursing located in the United States;

• the school provides (including under the agreements required for 
clinical training and the receipt of a degree from a U.S. nursing school) and 
in the normal course requires its students to complete, a program of clinical 
and classroom nursing instruction that is: 

◊ supervised closely by members of the school’s faculty, 
and provided in facilities adequately equipped and staffed 
to afford students comprehensive clinical and classroom 
nursing instruction, through a training program for for-
eign nursing students; and

Foreign Nursing Schools
20 U.S.C. 1002(a)(2)(A), 34 CFR 600.57(a)

Definition of a foreign nursing 
school
34 CFR 600.52, 600.57

Criteria for participation
34 CFR 600.57(a) 
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◊  approved by all nurse licensing boards and evaluat-
ing bodies whose views are considered relevant by the 
Department;

• the nursing school certifies only Federal Direct Stafford Loan 
program loans or Federal Direct PLUS program loans for students attending 
the nursing school;

• the nursing school reimburses the Department for the cost of any 
loan defaults for current and former students included in the calculation of 
the institution’s cohort default rate during the previous fiscal year;

• the nursing school annually either:

◊ obtains, at its own expense, all results achieved by stu-
dents and graduates who are U.S. citizens, nationals, or 
eligible permanent residents on the National Council 
Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-
RN), together with the dates the student has taken the 
examination, including any failed examinations, and pro-
vides such results to the Department; or

◊ obtains a report or reports from the National Council 
of State Boards of Nursing (NCSB), or an NCSB affili-
ate or NCSB contractor, reflecting the percentage of the 
school’s students and graduates taking the NCLEX-RN 
in the preceding year who received a passing score on 
the examination, or the data from which the percentage 
could be derived, and provides the report to the Depart-
ment;  

• the nursing school determines the consent requirements for and 
requires the necessary consents of all students accepted for admission who 
are U.S. citizens, nationals, or eligible permanent residents to enable the 
school to comply with the collection and submission requirements for 
NCLEX-RN data;

• not less than 75 percent of the school’s students and graduates 
who are U.S. citizens, nationals, or eligible permanent residents who took 
the NCLEX-RN in the year preceding the year for which the institution is 
certifying a Federal Direct Stafford Loan or a Federal Direct PLUS Loan, 
passed the examination;

• the school has graduated classes during each of the two twelve-
month periods immediately preceding the date the Department receives the 
school’s request for an eligibility determination; and

• the school employs only those faculty members whose academic 
credentials are the equivalent of credentials required of faculty members 
teaching the same or similar courses at nursing schools in the United States.

Cost of a loan default
 34 CFR 600.57(b) and (c)
The cost of a loan default is the estimated 
future cost of collections on the defaulted 
loan.  The Department continues to collect 
on the Direct Loan after a school reimburses 
the Department until the loan is paid in full 
or otherwise satisfied, or the loan account is 
closed out.

Passing score
34 CFR 600.52
A passing score is the minimum passing score 
as defined by the NCLEX-RN.
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For a for-profit foreign nursing school:

 • no portion of the program may be at what would be an 
undergraduate level in the United States; and

• Direct Loan program eligibility does not extend to                          
any undergraduate/graduate joint degree program. 

     The mailing address for the submission of NCLEX-RN pass rate 
information is:

U.S. Department of Education
Federal Student Aid, School Eligibility Channel
Multi-Regional and Foreign Schools Participation Division
Foreign Nursing Schools NCLEX-RN Information
Union Center Plaza
830 1st St NE
7th Floor
Washington DC 20002-5340

Location of the program
No portion of the foreign nursing program offered to U.S. students may 

be located outside of the country in which the main campus of the foreign 
nursing school is located, except for clinical sites located in the United States.

For-profit foreign nursing school
34 CFR 600.54(f)

Location of the program
34 CFR 600.57(d)]

NEW

Clarification


